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1
OPTICAL PROBE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of Chinese Patent
Application No. 201310741550.4 filed on Dec. 27, 2013 in
the State Intellectual Property Office of China, the whole
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to the field of optical
inspection, and more particularly, to an optical probe.

2. Description of the Related Art

In an optical test, for example, in a Raman test, or a
florescence test, in order to make the spectrum to be tested
have a relative high intensity and a relative high signal-noise
ratio, typically, an exciting light needs to be focused. If an
object to be inspected is located adjacent to a focal point of
a lens, the excitation efficiency will be good. As such, if the
object to be inspected is located adjacent to a focal point of
a collective lens, signals may be collected into a spectrom-
eter as much as possible. Many optical instruments use a
same lens for converging laser light and collect test signals.
In this case, whether the object is maintained adjacent to the
focal point of the lens or not will significantly affect the test
results. In many optical instruments, such as a microscopic
Raman spectrometer, or a microscopic florescence spec-
trometer, typically, an object to be inspected is disposed to
be near the focal point of the lens by adjusting a microscopic
system. However, adjustment of such a microscopic system
is often relatively complicated, and thereby it is only suitable
for a research work in a lab. However, poor adjusting
efficiency of such microscopic system usually cannot meet
the requirement for fast field inspected.

An optical probe, which can focus exciting light onto an
object to be inspected and collect light signals containing
information of the object, is an important component of an
optical inspection instrument.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An embodiment of the present invention provides an
optical probe, comprising:

a first sleeve in which a lens is contained, the first sleeve
having a light transmission aperture from which an exciting
light enters the first sleeve;

a second sleeve movably engaged with the first sleeve and
having a detection window from which the exciting light
having passed through the first sleeve and focused by the
lens exits the optical probe, the second sleeve being capable
of moving with respect to the first sleeve from a first
detection position to a second detection position or from the
second detection position to the first detection position; and

a positioning member configured to position the second
sleeve at the first detection position or the second detection
position with respect to the first sleeve.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows schematically a perspective view of an
optical probe according to an embodiment of the present
invention, in which a second sleeve is located at a first
detection position;
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FIG. 2 shows schematically a cross-sectional view of the
optical probe shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows schematically another perspective view of
the optical probe shown in FIG. 1, in which the second
sleeve is located at a second detection position;

FIG. 4 shows schematically a cross-sectional view of the
optical probe shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 shows schematically a cross-sectional view of a
positioning member according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 6 shows schematically a perspective view of an
optical probe according to another embodiment of the pres-
ent invention, in which a second sleeve is located at a first
detection position;

FIG. 7 shows schematically a cross-sectional view of the
optical probe shown in FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 shows schematically another perspective view of
the optical probe shown in FIG. 6, in which the second
sleeve is located at a second detection position; and

FIG. 9 shows schematically a cross-sectional view of the
optical probe shown in FIG. 8.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention will be
described hereinafter in detail with reference to the attached
drawings, wherein the like reference numerals refer to the
like elements. The present invention may, however, be
embodied in many different forms and should not be con-
strued as being limited to the embodiment set forth herein;
rather, these embodiments are provided so that the present
invention will be thorough and complete, and will fully
convey the concept of the disclosure to those skilled in the
art.

FIGS. 1-4 show schematically an optical probe 100
according to an embodiment of the present invention. The
optical probe 100 may include a first sleeve 3, a second
sleeve 1 and a positioning member 2. A lens 5 is contained
in the first sleeve 3. The first sleeve 3 has a light transmission
aperture 31 through which an exciting light enters the first
sleeve 3. The second sleeve 1 is slidably engaged with the
first sleeve 3 and has a detection window 12, through which
the exciting light having passed through the first sleeve 3 and
focused by the lens 5 exits the optical probe 100. The second
sleeve 1 is capable of moving with respect to the first sleeve
3 from a first detection position to a second detection
position and from the second detection position to the first
detection position. The positioning member 2 is configured
to position the second sleeve 1 at the first detection position
or the second detection position with respect to the first
sleeve 3.

With a movement, such as rotation or slide, of the second
sleeve 1 with respect to the first sleeve 3, the second sleeve
1 may be switched between the extended first detection
position (shown in FIGS. 1-2) and the retracted second
detection position (shown in FIGS. 3-4). Positional relation-
ships between the detection window 12 of the second sleeve
1 and an optical device (for example. the lens 5) in the first
sleeve 3 when the second sleeve 1 is in the first detection
position are different from those when the second sleeve 1
is in the second detection position. For example, a distance
between the detection window 12 and a focus point 51 of the
lens 5 on the side towards the detection window 12 when the
second sleeve 1 is at the first detection position is greater
than a distance between the detection window 12 and the
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focus point 51 of the lens 5 on the side towards the detection
window 12 when the second sleeve 1 is at the second
detection position.

In a practical field inspection, in order to operate conve-
niently, an outer end face 121 of the second sleeve 1 may be
pressed against an object to be inspected, so as to maintain
a constant distance between the object and the lens 5 in the
first sleeve 3 such that exciting light can be focused stably
at a inspection point on the object to acquire a signal. If the
object is a massive solid object, the detection window 12
may be directly pressed against the object to perform
inspection. In this case, it is desired that the focal point 51
of'the lens is located out of the second sleeve 1 and adjacent
to the outer end face 121 of the second sleeve 1. Or, if the
object is, for example, a gas, liquid, powders or gels her-
metically contained in a vessel such as a glass bottle or a
plastic bottle, the detection window 12 may be pressed
against an outer wall of the vessel allowing the exciting light
to pass through the wall of the vessel and to be focused onto
the object. In this case, it is desired that the focal point 51
of the lens is located out of the second sleeve 1 and at a
certain distance from the outer end face 121 of the second
sleeve 1. Thus, as an example, the first detection position and
the second detection position of the second sleeve 1 may be
configured such that, at the first detection position, the focal
point 51 of the lens 5 on the side towards the detection
window 12 is located out of the second sleeve 1 and at a
certain distance (for example 1-5 cm) from the outer end
face 121 of the second sleeve 1 for inspecting an object
contained in a vessel; at the second detection position, the
focal point 51 of the lens 5 on the side towards the detection
window 12 is located out of the second sleeve 1 and adjacent
to the outer end face 121 of the second sleeve 1 for
inspecting the massive solid object.

In an example, the first sleeve 3 and the second sleeve 1
may be engaged coaxially with each other. For example, the
axis of the first sleeve 3 and the axis of the second sleeve 1
are in coincidence with the optical axis of the lens 5. This
facilitates adjustment and calibration of the position of the
focal point 51 of the lens 5. As an example, the second sleeve
1 may be extended and retracted along the optical axis of the
lens 5. However, it is not necessary. For example, the axis of
the second sleeve 1 may be orientated at an angle relative to
the optical axis of the lens 5, as long as it can ensure that the
exciting light may be emitted correctly from the detection
window 12.

In an example, the positioning member 2 may have a fixed
portion 23 and a retractable portion 20. The fixed portion 23
may be fixed to the first sleeve 3 or the second sleeve 1. FIG.
5 shows an example of the positioning member 2. In the
example, the retractable portion 20 includes a ball 21 and a
compression spring 22. The fixed portion 23 may be, for
example, a plug housing. The fixed portion 23 has a blind
hole with an opening. The compression spring 22 is disposed
at the bottom of the blind hole and the ball 21 is disposed on
the compression spring 22. The diameter of the opening of
the blind hole is smaller than the diameter of the ball 21 to
prevent the ball 21 from escaping out of the blind hole.
When being pressed inward from outside of the blind hole,
the ball 21 may compress the compression spring 22 and
thereby the upper ball 21 can retract further into the blind
hole. Once the pressing action is removed, the ball 21 may
be pushed outward by the compression spring 22 and
pressed against the opening part of the blind hole to be
positioned again at its unretracted position. The ball 21 may
be made of metal, such as steel, or may be made of other
materials having sufficient hardness, such as plastics. It
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should be noted that the above description with reference to
FIG. 5 only provides an example of the positioning member
2. Instead, other forms of components in the art that can be
fitted to the holes or grooves to position the sleeves may also
be used in the positioning member 2.

In an embodiment, as illustrated in FIGS. 1-4, the second
sleeve 1 is provided with a first positioning hole 111 corre-
sponding to the first detection position and a second posi-
tioning hole 112 corresponding to the second detection
position. The fixed portion 23 of the positioning member 2
may be fixed to the first sleeve 3. When the second sleeve 1
is at the first detection position, the retractable portion 20 of
the positioning member 2 extends into the first positioning
hole 111 to lock the position of the second sleeve 1, and
when the second sleeve 1 is at the second detection position,
the retractable portion 20 extends into the second position-
ing hole 112 to lock the position of the second sleeve 1. As
an example, if the positioning member 2 shown in FIG. 5 is
used, the ball 21 will be pushed outward by the compression
spring into the first positioning hole 111 when the second
sleeve 1 is moved to the first detection position with respect
to the first sleeve 3, such that the second sleeve 1 can be held
stably at the first detection position; on the other hand, the
inner wall of the second sleeve 1 will force the ball 21 to
retract into the fixed portion 23 when the second sleeve 1 is
moved away from the first detection position. When the
second sleeve 1 is moved to the second detection position,
the ball 21 will be pushed outward by the compression
spring 22 again into the second positioning hole 112, such
that the second sleeve 1 can be held stably at the second
detection position.

In an example, the first sleeve 3 and the second sleeve 1
are threadedly engaged and are able to rotate with respect to
each other through screw threads. In this circumstance, the
first positioning hole 111 and the second positioning hole
112 are located along a same screw thread such that the
second sleeve 1 can rotate along the same screw thread with
respect to the first sleeve 3 to switch between the first
detection and the second detection.

As an example, the optical probe 100 may further include
an optical fiber coupling device 4 configured to direct a
exciting light into the first sleeve 3 and receive light returned
from the first sleeve 3. However, the present invention is not
limited to this. The optical probe 100 according to an
embodiment of the present invention may also include, for
example, an optical device composed of separate optical
elements, such as lenses, mirrors and prisms. The optical
device may also be used to direct exciting light into the first
sleeve 3 and receive light returned from the first sleeve 3.

FIGS. 6-9 show an optical probe 100" according to another
embodiment of the present invention. Differences between
the embodiment shown in FIGS. 6-9 and the embodiment
shown in FIGS. 1-4 mainly lie in the connection and
positioning structure between the first sleeve 3 and the
second sleeve 1. In particular, as shown in FIGS. 6-9, the
first sleeve 3 is provided with a first annular positioning
groove 321 corresponding to the first detection position and
a second annular positioning groove 322 corresponding to
the second detection position, and the fixed portion 23 of the
positioning member 2 is fixed to the second sleeve 1. When
the second sleeve 1 is at the first detection position, the
retractable portion 20 of the positioning member 2 extends
into the first annular positioning groove 321 to lock the
position of the second sleeve 1, and when the second sleeve
1 is at the second detection position, the retractable portion
20 extends into the second annular positioning groove 322
to lock the position of the second sleeve 1. As an example,
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if the positioning member 2 as shown in FIG. 5 is used, the
ball 21 will be pushed outward by the compression spring 22
into the first annular positioning groove 321 when the
second sleeve 1 is moved to the first detection position with
respect to the first sleeve 3, such that the second sleeve 1 can
be held stably at the first detection position; on the other
hand, the wall of the second sleeve 1 will force the ball 21
to retract into the fixed portion 23 when the second sleeve 1
is moved away from the first detection position. When the
second sleeve 1 is moved to the second detection position,
the ball 21 will be pushed outward by the compression
spring 22 again into the second annular positioning groove
322, such that the second sleeve 1 can be held stably at the
second detection position.

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 6-9, the first sleeve 3
and the second sleeve 1 are engaged through polygonal
fitting surfaces. That is to say, the fitting portion for engag-
ing the first sleeve 3 and the second sleeve 1 with each other
has a polygonal cross section, for example, a triangular cross
section, a rectangular cross section, a pentagonal cross
section, a hexagonal cross section or the like. With such
polygonal fitting surfaces, the first sleeve 3 and the second
sleeve 1 are not rotatable but axially slidable with respect to
each other in contrast to the examples discussed above with
references to FIGS. 1-5. Thus, the second sleeve 1 may be
moved more conveniently with respect to the first sleeve 3.
With the positioning member 2 and the sliding engagement
between the first sleeve 3 and the second sleeve 1, the second
sleeve 1 can be switched between the first detection position
and the second detection position by axially sliding relative
to the first sleeve 3. For example, the second sleeve 1 can be
actuated directly by a hand of the operator. In an example,
the first annular positioning groove 321 and the second
annular positioning groove 322 may be parallel to each
other. It may allow the positioning member 2 to position the
second sleeve 1 in the same manner at any position on the
circumference of the first sleeve 3, and thereby assembly and
calibration process is simplified.

Other features in the embodiment shown in FIGS. 6-9 are
the same as those in the previous embodiment shown in
FIGS. 1-4. Thus, the specific explanations to these features
will be omitted.

In the above embodiments, the lens 5 may have a fixed
focal length, because the change of position of the focal
point 51 of the lens 5 does not depends on the change of the
focal length. Of course, the lens 5 may also have a variable
focal length.

In the above embodiments, axial travel length of the
second sleeve 1 with respect to the first sleeve 3 may be, for
example, 0.5-10 cm, such as 1-5 cm.

It should be noted that, although the above embodiments
of the present invention are described with reference to two
detection positions, the optical probes 100, 100" according to
the embodiments of the present invention may also provide
more detection positions to meet the requirements for vari-
ous measurement applications. For example, a third detec-
tion position, a fourth detection position, and a fifth detec-
tion position may be provided between the first detection
position and the second detection position. In such circum-
stances, a third positioning hole, a fourth positioning hole,
and a fifth positioning hole, or a third annular positioning
groove, a fourth annular positioning groove, and a fifth
annular positioning groove may be provided correspond-
ingly.
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The optical probe according to the embodiments of the
present invention may be applied in a Raman inspection, a
florescence inspection or other various applications of opti-
cal inspection.

Although the present invention has been explained with
reference to the drawings, the embodiments shown in the
drawings are only illustrative, instead of limiting the present
invention.

Although some embodiments of the general inventive
concept are illustrated and explained, it would be appreci-
ated by those skilled in the art that modifications and
variations may be made in these embodiments without
departing from the principles and spirit of the general
inventive concept of the disclosure, the scope of which is
defined in the appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical probe, comprising:

a first sleeve in which a lens is contained, the first sleeve
having a light transmission aperture from which an
exciting light enters the first sleeve;

a second sleeve movably engaged with the first sleeve and
having a detection window from which the exciting
light having passed through the first sleeve and focused
by the lens exits the optical probe, the second sleeve
being capable of moving with respect to the first sleeve
from a first detection position to a second detection
position or from the second detection position to the
first detection position; and

a positioning member configured to position the second
sleeve at the first detection position or the second
detection position with respect to the first sleeve.

2. The optical probe according to claim 1, wherein a
distance between the detection window and a focus point of
the lens on the side towards the detection window when the
second sleeve is at the first detection position is greater than
a distance between the detection window and the focus point
of the lens on the side towards the detection window when
the second sleeve is at the second detection position.

3. The optical probe according to claim 2, wherein when
the second sleeve is at the second detection position, the
focus point of the lens on the side towards the detection
window is located out of the second sleeve and adjacent to
an outer end face of the second sleeve.

4. The optical probe according to claim 1, wherein the
positioning member has a fixed portion which is fixed to the
first or the second sleeve and a retractable portion.

5. The optical probe according to claim 1, wherein the first
sleeve and the second sleeve are coaxially engaged with
each other.

6. The optical probe according to claim 1, wherein the
second sleeve is provided with a first positioning hole
corresponding to the first detection position and a second
positioning hole corresponding to the second detection posi-
tion, the positioning member having a fixed portion which is
fixed to the first sleeve and a retractable portion, and wherein
the retractable portion extends into the first positioning hole
when the second sleeve is at the first detection position to fix
the second sleeve, and the retractable portion extends into
the second positioning hole when the second sleeve is at the
second detection position to fix the second sleeve.

7. The optical probe according to claim 6, wherein the first
sleeve and the second sleeve are threadedly engaged with
each other and are able to rotate with respect to each other
along screw threads, the first positioning hole and the second
positioning hole being located along a same screw thread.

8. The optical probe according to claim 1, wherein the first
sleeve is provided with a first annular positioning groove
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corresponding to the first detection position and a second
annular positioning groove corresponding to the second
detection position, the positioning member having a fixed
portion which is fixed to the second sleeve and a retractable
portion, and wherein the retractable portion extends into the 5
first annular positioning groove when the second sleeve is at
the first detection position to fix the second sleeve, and the
retractable portion extends into the second annular position-
ing groove when the second sleeve is at the second detection
position to fix the second sleeve. 10
9. The optical probe according to claim 8, the first sleeve
and the second sleeve are engaged with each other through
polygonal fitting surfaces, the first annular positioning
groove and the second annular positioning groove being
parallel to each other. 15
10. The optical probe according to claim 1, further com-
prising an optical fiber coupling device or an optical device
configured to direct the exciting light into the first sleeve and
receive the light back from the first sleeve, wherein the
optical device is composed of separate optical elements. 20
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